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MAYNE OR MAINE, THE BLESSED CUTHBERT,
PROTOMARTYR OF DOUAY COLLEGE
(1548-157?)
CUTHBERT MAYNE, the son of John Mayne, Esq., of Youlston near Barn-
staple, the representative of a very old Devonshire family, was, it is said,
about nineteen years of age when he received the Anglican diaconate, and
for a reason which ere long became notorious in the then recently estab-
lished State Church, i.e. to obtain a rich benefice. Rich benefices have
in the past frequently allured the ecclesiastically ambitious, both in this
country and elsewhere, but the excuse of Mr Mayne must be that it was
his uncle " a schismatic rector," who urged him to this step, and also, that
at this time, he had himself no very clear ideas about " Orders " or even
religion 1 The past forty years of almost constant change in doctrine in this
country must have bewildered a good many more besides Mr Mayne!
The accession of Elizabeth, as is well known, was followed by a great
dearth of ministers, so that all kinds of unsuitable persons had to be
" admitted to orders," even cobblers, tinkers, bag-pipers, and serving men
out of place as Heylin informs us in his History of the Reformation. The
Synod of London under Archbishop Matthew Parker, April, 1571, sought
to remedy this by providing for the examination of all preachers, and that
none were to be henceforth ordained who were not " well versed in Latin
or divinity," and furthermore that the ministers actually licensed were to
account periodically, as to their studies in Scripture.1 The year before
this, Mr Mayne had taken his M.A. at St John's College, Oxford, where
his sweet disposition made him much beloved. The College, a very
recent one (1555) was a great stronghold of Catholicity, and the young
Cornish graduate must have learnt much concerning the ancient faith
during the time he spent within its walls.
EdmundCampion,thefutxiremartyr,waslikewiseagraduateoftheCollege,
and the Public Orator of the University. He became very friendly with
Mayne, but left nearly a year before the latter proceeded M.A.2 Knowing
his friend's " Romeward tendency," Campion did not lose sight of him.
A correspondence was kept up and it was the fact of one of these letters
falling into the hands of the Bishop of London, that precipated matters.
Mayne, who was in Cornwall at the time hearing that a process was out
for his arrest, took ship for the Continent, and was admitted to Douay
College, 1573. The College which had only been opened five years
1 Rev. Edward H. Landon: A Manual of Councils.   (F. & J. Rivington, London, 1846.)
1 Campion left Oxford, August, 1569.   Mayne graduated MA., 8th April, 1570.